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I. Purpose
The purpose of this General Order is to establish the jurisdiction of the UW-Whitewater Police 
Department, concurrent jurisdictions and procedures for requesting and responding to requests 
for mutual aid. 

II. Definitions
University Lands: All real property owned by, leased by, or otherwise subject to the control of 
the Board of Regents (UWS 18.02[07].”

Board of Regents: The Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System (UWS 18.02[01]). 

III. Policy
Police officers shall have jurisdiction on all university lands subject to the control of the board of 
Regents of the University of Wisconsin system (UWS 18.01, 18.03, 18.04, 36.11). 

IV. Procedure
A. UW-Whitewater will be the primary responding agency to any calls for service on university 

lands on the main campus. At the Rock County Campus, UW-Whitewater Police Department 
has officers on duty during normal business hours or when known events are taking place. 
Outside of those hours or when no UW-Whitewater officer is on duty, the Rock County 
Sheriff’s Office will be the primary responding agency. However, UW-Whitewater will assist 
with any calls needing further follow up at this campus.

B. Concurrent Jurisdiction (2.1.2)
While it is understood that police officers have the authority to take enforcement action on 
state highways and city streets not owned by the Board of Regents, it is further understood 
that the City of Whitewater Police Department shall be the primary responding law 
enforcement agency for all calls for police service (i.e. traffic accidents) on said highways or 
streets near the main campus. At the Rock County Campus, the City of Janesville Police 
Department or the Rock County Sheriff’s Office shall be the primary responding law 
enforcement agency. 
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C. UW-Whitewater Police Department and the City of Whitewater Police Department currently 
have a Memo of Understanding for concurrent jurisdiction in the City of Whitewater limits, 
see Attachment A. 

D. Mutual Aid (2.1.3)
1. Police officers shall have the authority to enforce State laws and City of Whitewater 

ordinances and/or provide aid or assist the City of Whitewater Police Department 
when off jurisdiction in accordance with a “Mutual Aid Pact” authorized by Wis. Stat 
§66.0313 and signed by representatives of the City and University.

2. Police officers shall respond to an expressed request for assistance from the City of 
Whitewater Police Department unless such response will materially impair the 
delivery of law enforcement services to the University. It is understood that a 
request may come when: 

a. Crimes or incidents occur where normally assigned resources are 
inadequate;

b. During periods when unforeseen demands for police service cannot be met; 
or 

c. For the purpose of investigative activities. 
3. Police officers may respond to an expressed request for assistance from any police 

officer or dispatcher within the city limits of Whitewater.  Response for assistance 
which requires travel a significant distance outside of the City of Whitewater or 
would take officers away from the university for a significant amount of time must 
be approved by a Supervisor.  If the situation is an extreme emergency approval 
may be sought while in route to assist.  Additionally, if every reasonable effort has 
been made to contact a Supervisor and no response is received, approval of the 
request for assistance is presumed to be given.  The presumption does not grant 
allowance for the illegal, unethical or inappropriate actions of any responding 
officer or negate disciplinary action, up to and including termination, being taken for 
those actions. If possible, at least one officer should be left to cover the Whitewater 
Campus. 

a. Since officers at the Rock County Campus usually work alone without a 
supervisor present, they may still respond to mutual aid requests for other 
law enforcement agencies in the area requesting immediate assistance.

b. Unless exigent circumstances, these requests should be limited to the 
immediate area of the Rock County Campus neighborhood. 

c. If officers are going to be off campus for a significant amount of time they 
should contact an on-duty or on-call supervisor. 

4. It is further understood that during the normal course of their assigned duties police 
officers routinely travel outside their jurisdictional limits.  When operating in those 
areas police officers may observe crimes or traffic violations in progress.  When this 
occurs police officers shall only intervene if:

a. The act involves the immediate threat of bodily harm to an individual; or
b. The act involves the immediate threat of property damage; or

http://docs.legis.wi.gov/statutes/statutes/66/III/0313
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c. They are authorized to act by a member of the appropriate jurisdiction.
5. When off-jurisdiction intervention is necessary police officers shall turn the 

investigation over to the appropriate jurisdiction’s officers upon their arrival and 
assist in any way requested. 

E. Requesting State or Federal Assistance (2.1.4)
1. In the event federal law enforcement assistance is required, the Chief, or designee, 

may request a response be initiated through Dispatch.  Dispatch will maintain a 
current list of all federal law enforcement agencies and their telephone numbers.

2. Natural and man-made disasters and civil disturbances are types of emergencies 
that may require the assistance of the Wisconsin National Guard.  The Chief, or 
designee, shall, if possible, consult with the Chancellor or his designee before 
making a request for assistance from the National Guard.
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Attachment A. Concurrent Jurisdiction MOU
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